U.S. Relaxes 
Red-Nation 
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The State Department an- 
nquced yesterday a liberaliza- 
tion of its restrictions on trav- 
el by United States citizens to 
Communist countries with 
which the U. S. has no diplo- 
matic relations. 

Persons in cultural, athletic, 
commercial, educational, pub- 
lic affairs and professional 
fields will henceforth be eli- 
gible to apply for validation 
of their passports for travel 
to restricted areas. 

These areas are Communist 
China, North Vietnam, North 
Korea, Cuba and Albania. 

The State Department al- 
ready has applied the new 
guidelines in the case of one 
person. He is G. William Mil- 
ler, a businessman' from Prov- 
idence, R.I., who applied to go 
to Communist China for com- 
mercial purposes. 

There is no assurance that 
the five Communist countries 
will issue visas to Americans, 
and U. S. officials stressed that 
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the new U. S. guidelines do 
not mean that this government 
can facilitate issuance of such 
visas. 

Until several months ago, 
only professional reporters, 
American Red Cross person- 
nel, and persons with com- 
pelling humanitarian reasons 
could have their passports 
validated for travel in the re- 
stricted areas. 

Last December, the ban was 
lifted for doctors or scientists 
in the field of medicine or 
public health. And early this 
year, scholars were added to 
the list. 

A State Department spokes- 
man made it clear that appli- 
cations submitted by persons 
in all privileged categories 
will be considered on their 
merits and would not auto- 
matically be approved. 

Decisions will depend on the 
benefit to the U. S. of the visit 
and the applicant’s need for 
such a visit. 

Recently, U.S. Communist 
leader Gus Hall was denied 
approval for travel to re- 


stricted areas on the grounds 
that he was not a full-time 
reporter for the Communist 
publication, The Worker, 
which he was to represent. 

The new regulations, how- 
ever, spell out that an appli- 
cant who is not a professional 
reporter but who has been 
asked by a news organization 
to represent it on a trip to 
banned countries is eligible 
for passport validation. 

Benefit Held Unlikely 

The State Department 
spokesman said that Hall’s ap- 
plication had been considered 
in the light of the new regula- 
tions, apparently indicating 
that^ American Communists, 
and possibly other far leftists, 
are not likely to benefit from 
the new regulations. 

The spokesman maintained 
that the relaxation repre- 
sented a response to an in- 
creasing interest among U.S. 
citizens in international trav- 
el. Ironically, it came simul- 
taneously with an announce- 
ment in Moscow calling off 
basketball games and a track! 


meet with U.S. athletes in 
view of the United States’ war 
role in Vietnam. 

The liberalization also came 
as the State Department was I 
striving to obtain legislative 
backing for its efforts to con- 
trol travel to countries if such 
travel is regarded as posing a 
danger to the national secur- 
ity or to U.S. foreign policy. 

Prompted by Decision 

These efforts were prompted 
by a Federal District Court 
decision last April that /U.S. 
citizens holding valid pass- 
ports could not be prosecuted 
criminally for traveling to 
areas banned by the State De- 
partment. This ruling, it is 
felt, could eventually mean an 
end to all travel bans. 

Philip B. Heymann, head of 
the bureau of Security and 
Consular Affairs, told the 
Senate International Security 
Subcommittee in May that the 
Department’s travel bans 
“should never be subject to> 
court review.” 

Sen. James O. Eastland 
(D-Miss.), who heads the sub- 


committee, has himself pro- 
posed a travel-control bill. 
However, it includes the right 
to a court review. 


